Founding fathars: Tomeny (o) and Robert (r) Fiala sot up the Emirates Soft

bl Lsagus in Dubal in ﬂluc;._ms: ‘;'I:IIT.

Take your pitching to
the next level with ESL

Emirates Softball League gives Dubai baseball fans a real chance to shine

By Miall McCague 3
=

With the lempermtures cooling
down ewery so slightly, it the
ve of the vear again when UAE
residents can enjoy playing sports
outside

The recently forméd Emirates
Softball League (ESL) offers the
w a fi ol coami et
e tivity for players of all levels
The non-profi ity based
league, which began kn 2017 8 a
10-a-side format with playvers of all
mationalitie !:l,kant prart

In fact, the Spring
LI wrd yi
the league with more than 300
plavers taking part in the competi-
o, wovaldl o wasiting list that contin
ues Lo grow by the week

One of the men at the helm of
softhalls rise in the Emi
Tommy Falawhs
with his brother
Aupgust 2017 and it has gone from
strength o strength since
wmy and Bobby were born
in Chicago and raised in the Mi-
ami/South Florida area but have
been living in the UAE for nearly
1 years

Since starting the lesgue more
it 18 months ago, it has expanded
with six teams plaving in the Men's
League on Monday night and eight
full tearms competing in the Co-ed
league on Thursday night

ns heen o funr

“It"s great Lo see the growth of the
league and we still howve people try
ing to gel into this season” ]'un.lnl:\.'
said

“It started as a get 2 ther in
a park ol Arabian Ranches amd it
went from there. Every week more
mnd more people showed up o
come ol ang

“Security wouldn't let people in
then cause there was so0 many of
s It was then we went oat to the
Inibal American Academy school
of the Mgger facillities.

Withh our strong ties Lo the Du
bal Little League we are now rent
ing out the facilities there every
Monday snd Wednesday night
which gives our community a bet
ter softhall experience.”

During Sl 2018 Fall Ball
Senson, Ski Lab clinched victory of
ter beating Deez by three runs ina
thralling final

The defendding champions have

b

showed no signs of slowing down
for the 20019 Spring Season. starting
of T the w campaign with & com-
mamding 30-3 viclory over Scared
Hitless in the opening
weekend

The Filiping side may be setting
the bar al present, but it will only
add to the strength of the sport in
the ity godng forward

When people  think of soft-
ball they automatically think of
baseball. The games are similar
but with slowing pitching and
smaller feld dimensions, the rules
are hit diff erent

“Its @ glo gamie hecause of the
pitching eryvthing s similar o
bageball, The outs, home-rns, in
nmings, balls and strikes, it's all the
samie [b's nderhand slow piich
that has bionee 6 feel and below
12 feet, which makes hithing ecasber
and more enjoyable for everyome
playing,” hie said

me Jast

Cin the rise: Softball B growing lnnnpulnrl-'p in the UAE

“Inthe Men's Compeetitive Lesgoe
the games are o bit faster and the
talent is stronger but in the Co-ed
League st least bwo females have Lo

wy the game at all times giving the
are nmore social feel and pro
s ndults o much needed break
1 bhe busy Dubal Hiestyle.”

Initially, softhall went through o
golden wave of popalarity back in
2000 bul the venue at Metropaolitan
Haotel was demolished due o the
Dubai Creek Project. Amd after a
brtef halt to the ganme, the revival ks
b nning @ .

“It used to e huge, There was in
termational Lo ments up o 15
teams flving in to Dubai 1o compete
in the Middle Esst Chamj s,
and after 4 short break, we are see-
ing signs of s demand again® Fiala
sabd

“With recent developments we
coull see a retum of the champion
ships zoon. We already hove been
contacted by b i the reglon and
another big 1 mal Softhall
Tournament woubd be fantastic for
the growth of the sport, not just in
thee UAE buit the region as a whole”

*The Emirafes Softball League is
i mow-prrofTE erganization dedieafed
to the e pment af slow pitch
arcderlt softhall throwghbout! e UAE
for all skill lewels while providing
a sociol and leisure activity for the
UAE Commimily, Head to Emirales
Safthall League Faeebook page for
e (rforiat fon aboul how vou can
get invelved in the league.




